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July 24, 2015 

Dear Skyline School Community: 

 

As many of you know, long-time Skyline Principal Vinh Trinh will be taking a sabbatical this coming 

year. We thank him for his service to Skyline and wish him well during his sabbatical. We look 

forward to working with Mr. Trinh following his return to determine an appropriate leadership 

opportunity for him within the district. 

 

To ensure that Skyline moves in a direction of improving school culture, ensuring high expectations 

across the board, and delivering the quality education your children deserve, we have been seeking 

the right leader to serve Skyline going forward.  

 

We have identified a talented leader that person right here in Oakland as the finalist for this 

leadership position. Cliff Hong has been principal at Roosevelt for the last few years. He has initiated 

a transformation there from a school that was under-performing to one that is excelling. We have 

seen improvement in school culture and safety, improved high expectations across the board, and 

achieved this progress through deep engagement with the school community. Cliff was also 

instrumental in securing a Next Generation Learning Communities (NGLC) grant for Roosevelt, one of 

only ten schools in Oakland to do so. We plan to continue this progress under new leadership at 

Roosevelt. 

 

We are very excited to present Cliff’s to the Skyline community to engage with as the finalist for the 

principal position. It is vital that we make significant progress this year in the leadership of one of our 

flagship high schools that has over five rich decades of history in Oakland. Cliff comes with 

knowledge of Oakland which is important in this process, and deep experience in working with 

school communities to transform, progress, and deliver a culture of continuous improvement. 

 

We will be scheduling a session for stakeholders to engage with Cliff related to Skyline on Tuesday, 

August 4th at 5pm in the Skyline Library. This process will be led by Brandi Patterson, Director of 

Comprehensive High Schools, who leads in supporting this school.  Immediately following Cliff will 

meet with me and then with the Superintendent to finalize decisions related to this leadership 

opportunity and look forward to launching into the new school year with a good leader at the helm. 

And don’t forget, the first day of school is Monday, August 24! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Kevin Taylor 


